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PREFACE. 


THE Author of this little Trac, from an | 
Intimacy with One of the Deſcendants of 
Mr. Daniel Day, 18 enabled to aſſure his 
Readers that the Account and Anecdotes | 
are Facts ; he ſhall ſay nothing of the Pers 
formance, as it is only meant to be Half- : 

| an- hour 8 Amuſement to the Lovers of Ru- | 

ral F elicity ; : to the Critic' 8 Laſh he i is indif- 
ferent, as he looks upon them to be a Spe- 
cies of Miſanthropiſts. 
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T1 wlloving account will afford us an in- 
ſtance, of its being in the power, of almoſt 
every man, to add to the felicity of his neighbours 
and fellow creatures. Taz $suBJECT before us, 
though in the middling rank of lite, for a ſeries of 
years had the gratification to ſee the hearts of hun- 
dreds annually rejoiced and made glad, by his 
means, around the old OAK, and thouſands to 
this time aſſemble there, on the day he ſet apart 
for innocent paſtime and rational recreation, ſo 
that the benevolent views of his heart were not bu- 
ried with him in his grave: and, we moſt ſincerely 

hope, while a veſtige of the old OAK ſhall rethain, 
or the ground whereon it ſtands ſhall be found, the 
ſons and daughters of Freedom and Hilarity will 

meet on the ſpot, in commemoration of THE 
| FounDR OF THE FEAST AND Fai, Daniel Day. 855 


Mx. DANIEL DAY 


was born in the pariſh of St. Mary Overy' s, (in 
which pariſh his father was an opulent brewer) in 
the year 1683, and for a great number of years, 
until his death, was a very conſiderable Engine, 
Pump: and Block maker, in the pariſh of Sal r 
Jonx's, WarPinG, where to this day, his memory 
is reſpected as a great benefactor to that -pariſh, 
particularly in the gift of the great bell at the con- 
ſecration of the new church in 1; 60, and as an 
upright and ingenious tradeſman, a 1 grogt mecha- 
nic, as the many inventions he has left behind him 
in the conſtruction of various deſcription of engines 
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and pumps, and of the improvement he made in 


-- the jiggers uſed by brewers in the ſtarting of beer 
Vubich is worked by them to this day, ſufficiently 


proves. He was of a moſt charitable and humane 
temper, and exemplarily generous and liberal in 


his principles and actions, to evince this we need 


only mention his portioning off his twin nieces in 


his life time with 10001. each, one of whom lies bu- 


Tied near him, the other is living now, a widow. 
He would not only lend a diſtreſſed friend conſider- 
able ſums, but he invariably refuſed the ſmalleſt 
Intereſt, and very frequently forgave the principle ; 
in ſhort his character for probity was ſuch, that 
his neighbours were ever fatisfied with his arbitra- 


tions in their diſputes, to which his abilities were 


_ amply adequate; his memory was aſtoniſhingly re- 


_ tentive, in ſo great a degree, as to enable him to 

repeat almoſt verbatim, a long diſcourſe or ſermon. 
He was not the enemy of any man, or particular. 
deſcription of men, but the muſcles of his face were 
_ violently agitated whenever he heard of litiga- 


tion in law, and he always profefled to be uneaſy 
in the company of the practitioners of it. 


| Notwithſtanding the very large ſums he diſtri- 


buted in charities and lent, he lived in comfort 
and died rich, leaving to the eight fatherleſs chil- 
dren of his niece, whom we have mentioned to be 


deceaſed, the bulk of his property to be equally di- 


vided. 5 „5 | = | 

It is with ſome degree of pain we mention that 
Mr. Day was never married, becauſe with a heart 
replete with the milk of human kindneſs, and poſ- 


ſeſſing an underſtanding at the fame time ſolid and 


elevated, he wanted only the additional great cha- 
racters of a huſband and father to have made him 
more completely the great and good man. 
Mr. Day had many eccentricities, but they were 


unoffend- 


e b d rnd Yo. 
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rected that ſhe ſhould be cloathed and buried in 
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unoffending 1 in their nature, and no man was ever 
ſplaſhed or injured by his hobby horſe. We ſhould 


be doing injuſtice to his memory if we did not 
mention a peculiar and very high trait in his cha- 


racter, and that was, his kindneſs to his ſervants; 


in a few words, he was their friend. He had a wi- 


dowoed houſe-keeper who lived with him for thirty 


years, and died in his life-time at a very advanced 
age. She had two very ſtrong attachments, one 


to her wedding ring and garments, and the other 


to tea; when ſhe died, Mr. Day would not permit 
her ri og to be taken off, he ſaid, If that was at- 
ſhe would come to life again,“ and. di- 


her wedding ſuit and a pound of tea in each en 5 
and theſe directions were literally obeyed. 


This whim was highly illuſtrative of his good na- 


ture, for although he had an averſion to tea, and 


never drank it, he did not debar his ſervants the 


uſe of it; and in the inſtance of his old houſe- 


keeper, carried his liberality even into her grave, 


by providing her a commodity there, which ſne 


Vas ſo fond of here. And although a bachelor, 
no man Honored more the ige ſtate as will be 


ſeen hereafter. 1 
Mr. Day enjoyed as much as any man TS friend 
and pitcher, but he was temperate and regular in 


his mode of living, and very fond of the exerciſe 
of walking; by this means he enjoyed an uncom- 
mon ſhare of health, until his death. 5 


We are now drawing towards that laft ſcene 1 
which ſooner or later muſt happen to the mighty 


| | and the weak, the rich and the poor, the good and 
| the bad. 


A few years before Mr. Days death, a branch of _ 


| the Old Oak received a ſhock, either by decay, by 
lightening, or ſtorm, this operated 3085 Mr. 8 as 


* the 


| ke oO 
the warning of an old friend, it pointed out to hir 


the inſtability of life, and the effects of time; ; and, 
he received the call with the reſignation of a chrif. 


tian, and the fortitude of a man, who was conſcious 
of having performed his allotted part with Pro- 


priety. 
He ſet about with alactity, a taſk which to 
ſome men would, have been an awful preparation 


for the journey : his firſt buſineſs was to provide 
the repoſitory; by the favour of the lard of the 
manor, he procured the diſmembered limb of 
his favourite tree: this being done, he employed a 
Mr. Clear, a carpenter, to meaſure him for a cof- 
fin, and to make it out of this oak. Mr. Clear 
executed his job, and brought home his work, 


which was neatly pannelled, and highly rubbed and 


varnifhed with bees-wax. Mr. D. viewed his fu- 


ture habitation, with the utmoſt ſerenity- and philo- 
fophy, And addrefling himſelf to the carpenter, 


ſaid, Mr. Clear I have heard that when a perſon 
dies he is much ſtretched, and conſequently much 


longer than when living: * and punning upon the 

man's name, went on, now Mr. Clear, it is not 

very c/ear to me that you have made this coftin long 
enough, but however we'll try;” and laying him- 


ſelf down in the coffin, he found it too ſhort. 


Never mind it,“ ſays the Stoic, „you muſt deſire 
my executors to cut off my head and put it be- 
then my legs. | 
His next care was the diſpoſition as his eſtate, 


and in this inſtance, as well as in every other, ac- 


tion of his life, he demonſtrated himſelf to be a 
- Juſt and honeſt man. 


After bequeathing ſeveral legacies, and pro- 
viding for the children of his niece, as we have 


before obſerved; he carried his harmleſs oddities 


to the laſt aRtion _— and in that his mind 
ſhone 
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bons with its wonted benignity. He directed his 
_ executors to convey his remains, by water, to 
Barking, accompanied by fix journeymen pump 
and block makers, as bearers; to each of whom he 
gave a new white leather apron and a guinea. 
There is a circumſtance of his munificence 


ought not to be omitted, which I had nearly for- 


"got, it was his cuſtom, upon the birth of all his 
nieces” children, to preſent the mother with a gold 


coral, a pap boat, and a purſe of fifty guineas. I 


appeal to thoſe of my fair country-women who are 
mothers, whether ſuch a gallant preſent would not * 
be very pleaſing to them upon ſuch occaſions; and 
J cannot diſmiſs this account without obſerving, 
that the poor were daily fed at his door, and never 
craved other relief from him in vain. 

Mr. Day was not one of thoſe perſons who left 
the-grand account to be balanced at the hour of diſ- 
ſolution, or who have to truſt only to a ſick bed 
repentance for the errors of their whole lives: he 
was a proteſtant, and a conſtant attendant upon 


divine worſhip at his pariſh church, and though he 


had no child of his own, he would always enforce 
the attendance of his nephews and nieces, their 
children, and of his ſervants. 

Mr. Day was not without his averſions, which 
were generally well founded and immoveable, but 
he had few reſentments. In his dreſs and manners 
he was ſimplicity itſelf, and he was an amateur of 


muſic and dancing, the meetings of which he fre- 


_ quently attended; upon one of theſe occaſions he 
was invited to a ſuperior circle, where he was told 
it would be neceſſery to wear ruffles, and a pair of 
the fineſt point lace was preſented to him; he 
viewed them with ſome degree of contempt, and 
ſaid, „ if it was the cuſtom he muſt comply, but 
it ſhould Be"? in his own way,” and. "=" 2 
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houſekeeper to get the lace died green, in which 


colour he wore them at that aſſembly, and upon all 
ſimilar occaſions. 

Mr. Day retained his health until within a day 
or two of his death, and his faculties to the laſt. 
As he had lived, ſo bis died—a devout chriſtian, a 
ſincere friend, a good maſter, and an honeſt man; 


he was juſt without auſterity, liberal without pro- 


fuſeneſs, free without intemperance, and lively 


without excels, in fine he lived merry and wiſe, and 


died univerſally revered and lamented on the 19th 


of October in the 84th year of his age, and was 


buried agreeable to his will, in his oak coffin, in 
the church yard at Barking, in Eſſex, where the 
following. epitaph may be ſeen. 


Mere lieth interr'd the Body of Mr. DanIEL Dar, 
Block and Pump Maker, of the Pariſh of St. 
John, Wapping, who departed this Life, Octo- 
age: the 19th, 1767, aged 84 years. 

Death, from this World, hath ſet me free 
From all my Pain and miſery. 


Cloſe to his grave is a brick tomb, with a an in- 


e to the memory of his fiſter, Mrs. Sarah 


Killick, who died the 22d of Auguſt, 1782, in the 
93d year of her age. A woman remarkable for 


the beauty of her perſon, ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, ' 


and the-ſhare of health ſhe alſo enjoyed through 


life. Till her death ſhe could play at Os and 


read, and work, without — 


Havins thus briefly introduced to the reader, 


an outline of the character of Mr. Daniel Day, who 
in the latter part of his life was called Olo Da- 
NIEL Day, we will proceed to ſay a few words of 
his favorite Oak. This venerable and ſtupendous 
tree ſtands in Hamavur FoxEsT, about 10 _ 
15 | rom 
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from London; four from the famous ſeat of the 


late Earl of Tylney; about three from Illford and 


2 from the village of Chigwell in the county of Eſ- 


ſex. The immenſe and uncommon magnitude of 


it furniſhes matter of great curioſity and ample 


ſcope for the contemplative mind. Here the na- 


turaliſt is ſtruck with the prodigious productions, 

and the philoſopher's imagination warmed by the 
wonderful work of Providence. 

The trunk or main ſtem of this 1 OF THE 


. FoxesT meaſures in girth 66 feet or 22 Feet in di- 


ameter, from which 17 large branches iſſue, each 
of the dimenſions of a tree of moderate growth, 
and moſt of them meaſuring not leſs than 12 feet 
in girth. For many years paſt it has been gradu- 
ally decaying, yet it ſtill retains periodical pow- 
ers of vegetation, though the loftieſt parts of the 
boughs are withered. About twenty years ago, 


in the meridian of the day, the whole thadow EX - 


tended over an acre of ground. | 

We have not been able to learn with any Jegtes 
E of preciſion the age of this national ornament, but 
comparing it with other large oaks, whoſe ages 
have been aſcertained, and particularly with that 
viewed by his Majeſty i in Oxfordſhire, and lately 


felled in the domains of one of the colleges, the 


girth of which was 25 feet and ſaid to be 600 years 
old, it may not be unfair to conclude that Fair- 
Job Oak, being nearly three times as large, is 


three times its age. Mr. Philhips, a perſon em- £ 5 


ployed by the king, has lately applied a e 
mixture to the decaying parts, which, it is thought, 


will ſtop the progrefs of mortality; it is a pleaf 
ing reflection that we ſhall leave behind us, peg-g- 
haps to a very remote generation, this auguſt and 
. ſurprifing ſpecimen of the growth of our country, 4 


and a moſt ſuperb emblem of che principal . 
4 ter 
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terial in the vaſt and irreſiſtable power of our 


natural force — THE, WOODEN WALLS OF Oup 
ENGLAND. 7 


| Our friend Mr. Day, for hs friend of mankind 


never dies, had a ſmall eſtate, whether hereditary, 
or a purchaſe, we do not know, near the oak, and 


thither he yearly reſorted about a fortnight after 
Midſummer to receive his rents; the congeniality 


of his temper would not ſuffer him to receive 


the good things of this world alone, and it was 


his cuſtom to invite a few of his neighbours to 
accompany him, and there he would treat them 
with a repaſt of beans and bacon, &c. under 
the, canopy of the Oak, the accommodations 
were provided from an adjacent ſmall public- 
houſe, the May Pole. Mr. Day's friends were 
fo well pleaſed with the rural novelty, that they 
one and all pledged themſelves to accompany bim 


on the ſame occaſion every year, on the firſt Friday 


in july during their lives. 


n the courſe of a few years this amicable meet - 


ing greatly increaſed, and became known to the 
neighbouring gentry, farmers and yeomanry ; and 
a vaſt number of them annually, on the day of 


Mr. Day's jubilee, viſited the place. Suttling booths 


were ſoon found to be neceſſary for their accom- 


modation, which naturally produced various 
other booths for ſale, arranged around the Hus 


' Oax; and about the year 1725, this charming 


ſpot began to pteſent ney reſemblance of a regu- 
lar fair. 


It progreſſively encre.fing : e e wild 


beaſts, fruits, ginger-bread, ribbons and toys 
of all deſcriptions, attended with the uſual paſtimes 
of a country wake ſoon ſucceeded, and in a very 
few years it became one of the molt reſpeCtable, 


well regulated and harmonious fairs round the me- 
Br Io. | - : This 1 
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This new generation of Mr. Day's creation be- 
came his principal hobby horſe, and he found him- 
felt highly flattered by the honeſt attentions of bis 
numerous viſitors. 
Suffer me here to ane for a few moments: 


Methinks we ſee the good old man indulging the | 


grateful ſenſations reſulting from a knowledge of 
his having founded and promoted a meeting of in- 
innocent conviviality, and recciving the ſmiling. 
congratulations of artleſs beauty, dancing around 

him and his venerable tree, with boſoms light and 
pure as the atmoſphere above them. Say, ye ſons 


aud daughters of diſſipation, whoſe happinels is 


concentered in midnight revelry; are your pur» | 
* ſuits equal to the ſimple joys of a country fair? Is 
there no difference between the confined and crowd 
ed play-houſe, or opera, where you are all gaſping 
for a little contaminated effluvia, and the healthful 
breezes which fo 3 waft around Fairlop 
Oak? 

See the ruddy glow of raſy' health, ſo faſcinat- 
ingly contraſted with the lilly's rival, and the natu- 

ral ringlets flowing with the playful wind! Behold 
the modeſt, yet delightful work of nature! Is there 
no diſtinction between theſe ſimple beauties, and 
the artful manufactured face, on which the faithleſs 


rouge and poiſonous white lay waſte God's belt of 


works, and leave not a wreck behind? 

But to return; the open and generous heart of | 
Mr. Day expanded with inexpreſſible delight at be- 
ing the cauſe of happineſs to others, he thought ſome 
little return due to the lads and laſſes, who fo 


gratefully and reſpectfully carefled him; he pro- 
vided ſeveral ſacks of beans, and a ſufficient quan- 


tity of bacon dreſſed; the bacon was mixed in 
flices with the beans, and diſtributed from — 
8 | trun 
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trunk of the tree to the multitude in pans full. — 
The happy frolickſome conteſt for the envied por- 
tion, is more eaſily to be conceived than deſcribed. 
Unfortunate was he who did not procure a ſhare 
for his fair- one. Bleſſings were the donor's re- 
ward, and the air reſounded with huzzas ; the very 
leaves of the venerable tree nodded in filent and 


majeſtic gratitude. This cuſtom he continued to 


his death. 

How long the choſen companions of this feſtival 

lived to accompany the founder is not known. It 

is not to be doubted but they individually kept their 

word. Mr. Day ſurvived them all, about ten in 
- Number, ſeveral years. 

In the former part of Mr, Day' s life, he uſu- 
ally walked to this favourite ſpot and back again; 
later in life he was wont to ride on horſeback, but 
having a fall from his horſe, he declared he would 
never croſs another; he kept his vow, fold his 
' horſe, and purchaſed a mule, this obſtinate animal, 
alſo unconſcious of the worth he bore, threw his 
rider in the mire, Mr. Day diſcarded his mule as he 

had done his horſe, and determined never more to 
truſt himſelf upon the back of a four. legged beaſt, 
His next reſource was to a poſt-chaiſe or a coach; 
in one of theſe he alſo met with an accident, and : 
ever after refuſed to enter into either. This laſt 
circumſtance induced him to direct his remains to 
be conveyed by water to the place of burial, ſay- 
ing, if he was conveyed in a hearſe, he ſhould 
be awakened.” He next invented a machine to 
go by the aid of mechanical powers without horſes, 
| which after two years ſucceſsful trial broke down 
in attempting the third expedition. His dernier re- 
fort was a jockey-cart, in which, attended by mu- 
fic, he took his annual trip up to the "TOP . 


uk his death, 
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Long previous to Mr. Day' s exit Fairlop Fair | 


was known all over Eſſex, and the adjoining coun- 


ties; and naturally the inhabitants of Wapping and | 
the eaſtern parts of London, could not be ignorant 


of it, conſequently it was attended by a vaſt con- 
courſe of people. The engine-makers, pump- 


makers, and block makers of Wapping, and other : 


places contiguous to the river, a few years before 
Mr. Day's death, to the amount of about 3o or 40, 


every year went to the fair in a boat made of one 


piece of intire fir, covered with an awning, mounted 


on a coach carriage, drawn by fix horſes with flags, 


ſtreamers and pendants flying, and a band of mu- 


fic, attended by a great many perſons on horſeback, | 


in carriages, and on foot. 

This cuſtom, on the firſt Friday in every July, 
has been ſucceſſively obſerved to this time, in com- 
pliment and in commemoration of their old friend 


and brother chip, to whoſe pious memory they never 


fail to drink. The great annual reſort to Fairlop 
Fair is ſo much in the knowledge of twenty miles 


round, that it is needleſs to ſay more on the fubje& _ 
than that in point of the number of perſons of all de- 
ſcriptions who go to it, and in accommodations and. | 
articles for ſale, it is in no wiſe inferior to any fair 
or wake within that diſtance round London, ex 
cepting that it is only of one day's duration, and that 


there is no horſes or cattle expoſed for ſale. The ſu- 
perſtitious might be led to think that the mild and 


moderate ſpirit of old Daniel Day hovered over the 


plain, for at this fair, no rioting, intoxication or ob- 


ſcenity is found, all bears the face of honeſt and in- 


nocent ſprightlineſs; friendſhip, mirth and deco- 


rum go hand in hand, and it ſeems the buſineſs of 


the whole to make each happy; in fact, the fre- 


quenters of this fair follow the example ſet before 
them by their old friend, and's are upon this occa- . 
\ EL 2. 
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kon, and we hope upon all others, as he was, 
merry and wiſe. ' 

\ Theſe ſheets are the work of a few hours in retire- 
ment, unaided by other information, than ſome notes 
from a friend the relative of Mr. Day ; if it affords 
the ſmalleſt entertainment to the viſitors of Fairlop 
Fair, or if in it there ſhould be any one ſentiment 
uſeful to the cauſe of virtue, the writer will be am- 
ply gratified: at all events, if he ſhould be able to 
exclaim with Ovid, I have performed neither to 
deſerve praiſe nor blame ;“ he will feel himſelf la- 
tified. Þ 
To the rich and faſhionable part of the world, 
who are pleaſed with the relaxations of induſtry, 
and who are not too proud to join the humble 
ſportive group, the writer preſumes to recommend 
as a guide for their eonduct the habits of o Daniel 
Day. To the honeſt huſbandman and the ingeni- 


2 regalement, we point out to them that Kind of tri- 
bute which was wont to have been paid to the foun- 
Aer of the fair — A reſpectful behaviour to thoſe who 
- ſtudy to promote their felicity. And to all ranks of 
KA we heartily recommend a moſt grateful ac- 
== to the SufpREME BEING for - 
- goodneſs in permitting them to meet on this da 
Peace and feſtivity, while a great part of the frm 
verſe is engaged in the horrid ſcene of foreign and 
domeſtic war. And that annually, during their lives, 
they may viſit the Old Oat in health and content, 
and with hearts full of affe&ion for their country, 
and loyalty for their KING, is the ſincere wiſh of 
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ous artiſan, who come to Fairlop for paſtime and 


